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Asquith Has
ItOutWith
French

THE recent controversy be¬
tween Lord French and Mr.
Asquith has revived all the
old bitterness and more than

the old bitterness of 1915 and 1916,
when the famous shells controversy
led first to the formation of the coali¬
tion ministry under Mr. Asquith,
then to the recall of Lord French,
end the substitution of Sir Douglas
Haig iis commander-in-chief of the
British armies, and finally to the fall
of the Asquith government and th**-
coming of Lloyd George to power.

Lord French in his book "1914,"
says he started the first controversy
and claims credit for overthrowing
the. Asquith government. The last
chapter of his book is devoted to
shells, and in it he says:
"From the beginning of the battle of

the Aisne up to the close of the bat¬
tle of Loos, at the end of 1915, the
scanty supply of munitions of war par¬
alyzed all our power of initiative and,
at critical times, menaced our defence
with irretrievable disaster. I exhaust¬
ed every effort, by urgent official de¬
mands to the War Office and personal
appeals to Lord Kitchener and such
I'abinet Ministers as I came in contact
with. Nothing less than my deliberate
conclusion, after all these measures
had failed and nine months of war had
elapsed, that the empire itself was ir
jeopardy, forced me to act in May
'915, as I did.

"I W.--F conscious before ta!;ing this
rtcp, which meant the overthrow of the
government, that it also meant the enc
o my career in France with all the
hopes anu ambitions that only a so'.dici
can understand."

Determines on Course
On May 9, when the battle of Fes-

tubert began, Lord French
"determined on taking the most dras¬
tic measures to destroy the apathy oi
a government which had brought tin
empire to the brink of disaster. A
friend was standing by my side on the
tower, and to him 1 poured out mj
doubts and fears, and announced m\
determination. He warned me that tlie
politicians would never forgive the hc

tion I proposed, and that it meant m>
certain recall from the command ir
France. But my decision was made
and I immediately started for my he3tl
quarters fully determined on my futur«
course of action.

Lord French gave instruction:
that evidence should be furnishet
to the military correspondent o:

"The Times," who happened to b«
then at headquarters, that the vita
need of high explosive shells hat
been a fatal bar to our army succès:
on that day.
The credit for starting the secon«

controversy also belongs to Lor«
French, for it was the publicatioi
of his book that did it. When thes
"statements appeared over Lori
French's signatu/e Mr. Asquith fel
called upon to reply to them, and h
did so in public speeches. At New
castle he said:

"I came here in April, 1015, when w
had had nearly nine months of th
war. I made a speech then which ha
been more unscrupulously and shame
lessly travestied than perhaps any put
lie u terance of our time. 1 kef
silence about these misrepresentation
which were made for political pui
poses, while the war was jroing on, bi¬
no such reserve, is any longer necei

sary. From the very first days of th
war the adequate supply of munitior
for our rapidly expanding forces--ft
Lord Kitchener, remember, was deve
oping those great new armies wit
which his name will always be illustr
ously associated was the subject e
serious solicitude to the government. S
far back as the month of Septembe
1914, when the war was not a month ol
1 appointed a strong Cabinet committe

I presided over by Lord Kitchener, ai
of which, among others, the prese
Prime Minister and Lord Haldane we

members, to deal with the matter in s
its aspects. That committee work«
hard and continuously from the fir:
They gave orders wherever orders cou
be given, and they succeeded also
substantially enlarging both the fie
and the machinery of supply. That d
\elopment of new methods of warfa
on an unprecedented scale, far beyoi
the forecast of any expert, in this
any other country, upon which amm
nition began to be expended in tl
winter and spring of 1915, increase
the urgency of the situation, and th
necessity for adding any prospecti
means of supply was actually felt bo
by the commander in chief in the fie
and by Lord Kitchener. I according
as head of the government, resolved
taking an unusual step, and upon coi

ing down here myself to urge upon t
men of the Tyneside primarily, ai

through them upon the community
large, that an increase in the out-tu
of munitions had become even mo

urgent than the growth in the volur
of recruiting.
Assured by French
"Before I left London I made tl

most careful inquiry of the highe
military authority whether it was tr«
that up to that date our operatioi
had been crippled or seriously har
pered by lack of munitions. I wa3 a
sured by Lord Kitchener, who i
formed me that he had been the di
before in London in direct person
.onununication with Sir John Frene

that that was not the case; and it
was on the strength of that assurance
.and I do not know where else I could
have gone for authentic information

that 1 made that statement as to
the past in Newcastle which has been
so much quoted. Was it for me, or for
any one in my position, to question
or to doubt the accuracy of that state-
ment? How could I? Being given to
me by the highest of all authority, I
should have been wanting in my duty
if I had not imparted it to the coun-
try. That statement, as 1 have said,
was carefully limited to the past, and
I did not attempt to conceal from my
audience here, or from the country
outside.indeed, the very reverse was
the sole purpose of my visit.our
anxiety as to the future. 1 pointed out
and you will forgive my going into

th is in some detail, because this is one
of the grossest calumnies among
many gross calumnies tha'. have been
circulated during the war.1 pointed
out here the sacrifices that were re-

quired both from masters and men,
the necessity for the time of the limi-
tation of profits, and the suspension

j of trade union rules and customs, of
the drawing in from the outside of
skilled men to take the pace of those
who had voluntarily gone to the front,
and of broadening the basis of the
production of munitions by utilizing
works devoted to other purposes.
"And I summed in terms which I

will quote textually. I venture to say
not one in one hundred thousand of
those who have referred to my speech
have ever read the words I used at the
time. What were they? They are on

record, and they are these:
"'There is not a single naval or mili¬

tary authority among us who, in view
of the approximate and prospective re¬

quirements, docs not declare that a

large and rapid increase in the out¬
put of munitions has become one of
the first necessities of the state.'
"And this is the only peroration I

attempted:
"'This, then 1 say: "What in the

name of your King and country we
ask you to do is to deliver the goods."

"I am glad to have this opportunity
of telling you that that is a speech in
which I am charged with lulling the
nation into a sense of false securitv.
and I am glad also to remember.and
1 have abundant evidence to prove it
that that speech had precisely the el-

feet which it was intended to produce."
The big fight was on, but this time

Lord French found himself lacking
in the supporters who flocked to his
standard in 1915. Every one was
against Mr. Asquith at that time.
Led by the Northcliffe papers, "The
Daily Mail" and "The Times," the
British press pounded the Premier
and Lord Kitchener unmercifully.
This time their voices are almost
equally unanimous against Lord
French. Only "The Daily Mail" and
"The Times" remain true to their
first stand. They are still as bitterly
hostile to Mr. Asquith and as strong
for Lord French, in this quarrel at
any rate, as ever. Both claim to
have overthrown the Asquith gov¬
ernment. "The Times'' says:
"Lord French gave to our military

correspondent the information that
led to the downfall of Mr. Asquith's
government and to the formation of
the Ministry of Munitions. What the
great authority of Lord French's posi¬
tion, the example of the French army,
anti endless memoranda ant*¡ personal
interviews failed to accomplish in
many years, publicity accomplished in
as many days."

Above.Palace of Monza
Right.Castle of Moncalien

Rome (By Mail).
ING VICTOR EMMANUEL
III of Italy has just re¬

nounced all the rights on

seven of his royal proper¬
ties, with all the buildings, art treas¬
ures and furniture therein, in favor
of wounded and crippled soldiers
and of the orphans of soldiers killed
during the war. This gift was

simply announced, as befitted the
most democratic sovereign in Eu¬
rope and the "humblest citizen of
Italy," as he called himself recently
in a speech. The royal castles of
Monza and Moncalieri, the palace of
Caserta, the villas at Petraia, Cas-
tello and Poggio Cajano and the es-

täte of Coltano are included in the
gift, inspired only by gratitude
toward the men who fought for their
country.
The greatest need in connection

with the relief of wounded and
permanently disabled soldiers nat-
urally consisted in finding proper ac¬

commodation for training schools
anil asylums, and the solution of
this difficult problem has thus been
simplified.

Probably the best known royal
residence abroad is the castle of
Monza, near Milan, where King
Humbert wls assassinated. It was

built in 1777, by the architect Pier-
martino, by order of the Empress of
Austria, Maria Theresa, for her son,
the Archduke Ferdinand. Although
originally planned as a hunting
lodge, it was converted into a beau-
tifully decorated palace with gor-
geous gardens. Cardinals spent the
summer holidays in one of its build¬
ings, and during the French occu-
nation of Milan the stepson of
Napoleon I used it as his residence,

K

The royal palace of Caserta is
known k~, the Versailles of Naples.
It served as the summer residence of
the Bourbons and consists of a mas¬
sive and imposing castle dominating
one of the most verdant and well
cultivated plains in Italy, 5,830 feet
long, with thirty-seven windows on
each floor. The interior is built
around courtyards. A wide staircase
leads from the ground floor to the
upper part of the palace, which con¬

tains, besides a chapel, a thea¬
tre. The gardens stretch for two
miles around the building and are
decorated with statues, waterfalls
and fountains, for which a special
aqueduct was built.

The castle of Moncalieri, near

Turin, was the residence of the
House of Savoy before the union of
Italy. It was built in the thirteenth
century and is ideally situated. Be¬
sides a wonderful picture gallery il¬
lustrative of the history of the
House of Savoy, it contains a
collection of valuable furniture.

Of the three Tuscan villas in¬
cluded in the gift, the Villa Petraia
was celebrated since the times of the
Medici for its wonderful flower gar¬
dens. In the fourteenth century the
Brunelleschi family fortified the
villa. When besieged by the Anglo-
Germans under Ilawkwood the
Brunelleschi successfully defended
it. The villa changed ownership sev-

eral times until it passed to the
Medici family, who decorated it with
frescos, furnished it gorgeously and
rendered it a perfect country house
in every respect. The Villa Castello
is also a Medicean property and one
of the favorite residences of the
reigning family, and its gardens are
most extensive and artistic. Finally,
the third villa of Poggio (ajano, on

the River Ombrone. was reconstruct¬
ed by the architect Giambologna for
Lorenzo the Magnificent and deco¬
rated by Filippo Lippi, Andrea del
Sarto, Potormo and Alessandro Al-
lori, and the gardens attached to it,
which stretched to the banks of the
river, were considered the most per¬
fect in that land of garden-, Tus¬
cany. Lorenzo de' Medici irave th«?

Above.Palace nf Casería
lielou-I ilia Petraia

lavish entertainments in this villa
which earned m the title of "Mag¬
nificent."
The epilogue of an h storical trag¬

edy, the death of Bianca Capello the
day after her husband died, was en¬
acted in this villa. Bianca was a
nob!« Venetian girl who ran away
from home to marry ¡. young Flor¬
entine of
1'.; ro Bu« naven uri. For h sake
she lived a humble life ii Florence,
where one day the Gr¡ e Fran¬
cis I saw her looking from a window
and fell in love with her. He ap¬
pointed her husband to a post in
court, and after a short time had
him murdered. Bianca war- ft at
the mercy of the grand duke, whoso
wife also died shortly afterward.
Th- «iukc ih«'n married Bianca,
who e life was spent mostlj in this
villa, which the grand duke bea ¡

tified for her pleasure, and here
she died on the nexl day after her
husband.
The estate of Coltano, near Pisa,

consists of 2,000 acres of
land, which will probably b dividí «1
among the soldier;

LondonAwaitsthe Kaiser
AS THP' announcement has

been officially made that the
ex-Kaiser is to be tried in
England, the British public

is greatly interested in the forth¬
coming event, and is discussing the
how, when and where. "The Times,"
which has long been accustomed to
laying down the law on all manner

of subjects, has no hesitation in this
case. It says:
"William II of Hohenzollern, for¬

merly German Emperor, as he is de¬
scribed in Part VII Penalties' of the
peace treaty, will be tried by live

judges, one appointed by each of the
following powers: The United States
of America, Great Britain, France,
Italy and Japan. As the tria! is to
take place in London, the English
judge presumably will be president of
the tribunal. He has been publicly ar¬
raigned for a supreme offence against.

international moralitv and the sanctity
of treaties. He will accordingly be
tried for his action in causing the
violation of the neutrality of Belgium»
and Luxemburg, which Prussia had
guaranteed by treaty."
"Remember the LusitaniaP9

There was a good deal of "wonder
over the limitation of the indictment
to Belgium and Luxemburg. The
British people thought the sinking of
the Lusitania and other acts of the
German submarines would be among
the counts preferred against the ex-
Kaiser. "Why should he not be in¬
dicted for the barbarities of his
officers at sea, mainly directed
against British subjects sailing in
British ships?" the British people
asked. "The Times" explains:
"The Allies had a very good reason

for limiting the indictment to thc:;e
specific counts and in not arraigning
him 'for his general conduct on the eve
of and during the war. They are de-

termined that the eoursp of justice
;-hall not be defeated by the law's de
lays."
Where the late Emperor will be

held during his trial is a puzzling
question. The answer at tirst seemed
obvious, and "The Times" said: "The
Tower of William the Norman
awaits the latest of its long roll of
royal prisoners." But two days later
there was a change, as follows:
"Finally, it is stated that there is
little likelihood of the Kaiser's be¬
ing lodged in the Tower of London
before and during his trial. It is
more likely that a secure retreat will
be found for him in the country."
Another problem arises in the

question of procedure. Once more
"The Times":
"The trial will be unique. Thcr»

Í8 no precedent for it, and the onl}
parallel of any kind in modern time!
for the trial of a foreign sovereit;r
on English soil Is the case of Man
Qupcn of Scots. There has hithert'
been no code of international law :v.,ik
ing provision for a case of this kind
The peace treaty has, however, tille.
the gap. The tribunal is instructs
to be guided in its decision by th«

1-.itthes? mot ve o inten .' 01
with the -¦ the

,.

undertak inga and the va'idit
ternat iotiai mora

"Again, there f pri
ccdure vet in existenc 1 lould n«>t.
however, take long to thvsi A
t omm it tee oi t he Alii«
appointed to see that '< man; in .-

out the terms of the treaty. Th ni
mittec will appoint a number ...' com
missions to deal «.¡th d (Terei
branches of the treaty, One such com
mission will he intrusted w>tl
execution of the penalties section, me!
it is understoi d hat Great Britain
will be represented «>n it bv one of th«
English law officers, Sir Gordoi
Hewart, ard Sir i rnest Pollock Th
commission will uU' s

steps iu insure that n il
properly constitu ed, ri that
in a position to *<prc\%» its high func
tions."

What Punishment?
As for punishment
"Alt!- punishment is in the dis

cretion of the court, it is understoi«
that the AI!ici will noi press for th
«iea'h penalty They argu* that the
<io not wish to près« it I e .»i ma-i
with a 'martyr' ready made In the
vif¦ .*? i!. * --.'...m fo: I: .¦ Ai.^'í «

more severe punishment "

A couple of days for thought pcimitte i elaboration <-f the foregoin
id«..

"It will br the duty of the tribunt
to fix th" punishment which it c«oi
Biders sh d be mp« le . ".,'.,11
I ic re s no r>rrre<i< .

,

tril)unal. The prevail r . v;<-«' .'

punishmer.t must take
forms ¦:< a-'-, or detei !ií« T
caí ¦- of N*a oleon is, of
paraüe f"i- be « ¡, er,t
Helena without trial, and an ;.« of
demnity wai .-.«"t la passed to relie
everybody concerned «f any of t
possible consequence--* of their aeti
in that drama, but th* actual punir
ment of Napoleon has always be
present in the mind of the advisers
the Allied governments in the rase
the Kaiser. I* may be i'ie-tion«
however, whether they would think
desirable to send him to such an »

¡ated spot as St. Helena in these di
i of aeroplanes ar.d submarines."

The Week Abroad
Alexander Garbai, president of the
Hungarian Soviet government,
killed himself in the Assembly
Building at Budapest after deliv¬
ering a speech against the Soviet
and the Communist supporters
and accusing Beia Kun of leading
the nation to ruin, according to
the "Muenchener Nachrichten."

Berlin reported that the Hungarian
Peoples Commissaries proposed to
the Allies the peaceful resignation
of the Soviet and the formation
of a new government.

Bela Kun's newspaper in Budapest
said eighty-one Hungarian revolu¬
tionists against the present Hun¬
garian government were shot or
hanged during June by order of
Bela Kun.

The Allia* iasued a statement saying

that the Hungarian people could se¬

cure a removal of the blockade
and receive footl supplies only if
they ousted Bela Kun and set up
a truly representative government.

Seven additional days, until August
C\ were given Austria for consider¬
ation of the peace terms. Austrian
financial circles suggested national
bankruptcy as a means of getting
rid of the foreign and internal
debts.

Premier Venizelos of Greece se id
the opposition of the American
delegates to the cession of Kast
Thrace to Greece was the cause of
the delay in preparing the Bul¬
garian peace treaty.

A Red revolt is momentarily ex-

pactad in Bulgaria, according to

dispatches from Copenhagen. Sev- !
eral demonstrations have occurred
and the movement to establish a
Soviet government is said to be
widespread.

Dr. Georg Michaelis, the Tonner
German Imperial Chancellor,
charged that the. Kaiser spurned
an offer of peace made by England
and France through the Vatican in
1917. Ludendorff denied Michaelis's
story, as did Alexandre Ribot, who
was Premier of France at the time
the offer was said to have been
made.

The headquarters of the army of oc¬
cupation at Coblenz gave permis¬
sion for American commercial
travellers to enter Germany by
the Coblenz bridgehead. Berlin
reported that an American loaa oí

$100,000,000 had been obtained by
Martin Nordegg, representing the
Deutsche Bank of Ber.in Inter¬
national banker:- in New York said
they knew nothing of Nordegg or
the alleged loan,

It wag reported in Brussels that Ger¬
man East Africa would t>e divided
between I clgium ar..! ' r.gland in
such mannei as to asaure the all-
British ("ape to Caire rout».

One of the American delegates to
the International Federation of
Trade Unions meeting at Amster¬
dam protested against the statement
that capitalism was responsible for
'he war. He said American labor
placed the responsibility on the
monarchical military systf-ms of
Germany and Austria and that the
Allies had destroyed these systems.
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